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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PLANNING COMMISSION — ERIC LUMSDEN — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.07 pm]: I am pleased to advise the house that 
today the Governor in Executive Council approved the appointment of Mr Eric Lumsden as the chair of the 
Western Australian Planning Commission for a period of three years. Mr Lumsden will resign from his role as 
the director general of the Department of Planning, effective from 5 November 2013, and devote his attention to 
the important role of chair of the WAPC.  

Mr Lumsden is a very experienced public servant and planner with a strong record of facilitating development in 
the state. I have great confidence in Mr Lumsden’s ability to oversee urban, rural and regional land use planning 
and land development matters. During my five years as planning minister, I have appreciated the professional 
advice Mr Lumsden has provided to me and the government. I am pleased that this experience and knowledge 
will continue in his further appointment as WAPC chair for another three years. This is a substantial benefit for 
the Western Australian planning system with Mr Lumsden continuing to bring over 40 years of experience in 
strategic and statutory planning to the position. 

During his term as director general, Mr Lumsden has overseen a number of initiatives that have fundamentally 
improved the state’s planning system, including the introduction of the development assessment panels, the 
establishment of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority and other reforms, and ensuring effective 
relationships with local governments and the private sector. Mr Lumsden has acted in the role of chair over the 
past year and I am confident that he will continue to enthusiastically drive the commission on behalf of the state 
government.  

Mr Lumsden’s resignation as the director general of the Department of Planning to take up this role has opened 
up a sought-after senior position for a high-level planning visionary and administrator. The Public Sector 
Commission will soon begin the recruitment process for the appointment of the director general, Department of 
Planning, a position in which we expect there to be much local and national interest.  
 


	WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PLANNING COMMISSION — ERIC LUMSDEN — APPOINTMENT
	Statement by Minister for Planning


